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 Mark Your Calendar 
January 21            

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day      

No School 

 

January 22 - February 4, 2019  
Mastery Connect Benchmarks 5th 
and 8th grade Social Studies 

 

February 4 - 13, 2019  

Fountas & Pinnell Assessment    
Kindergarten  

 

February 15  
Professional Learning for Teachers 
No students  

 

February 18 - 22  

President’s Day Holiday/Winter 
Break  

 

February 25 - March 1, 2019  

PBIS Universal Screener  

 
Ends March 8, 2019  
ACCESS for English Learners (ELs)  
 

 

 
 

How to Increase Your Parent Engagement in the New Year! 

 

When we make our New Years Resolutions, we often put health, 

finances, or our career at the top of the list. Consider making parent 

engagement part of your resolutions this year. Here are simple ways 

to increase your engagement in your student’s education: 

 Read with your student every day. You can read before bed, at 

the breakfast table, after school, or any time! 

 Become an approved volunteer at your child’s school. Whether 

you want to chaperone a field trip or help out in the media  

center, all volunteers must be approved through a background 

check. Visit www.spalding.k12.ga.us for more information. 

 Attend a parent workshop hosted at the school. All schools host 

workshops for parents on topics varying from standardized test 

preparation to literacy. Contact your school’s Parent Liaison for 

more information. 

 Incorporate learning into every day activities such as grocery 

shopping or riding in the car. Page 2 of this newsletter will show 

you ways to use math for learning outside the classroom. 

 Know what your child is learning. Ask your student what  

he/she does in school each day. And if the response you receive 

is “nothing”, ask specific questions about each class. Get in 

touch with your student’s teachers regularly to stay informed.  

Try some of  these Literacy Tips at Home 

 
 Help your child learn the alphabet and the sounds that go with 

each letter  

 Add words to drawings  

 Get a CD or other audio recording of  one of  your child’s books 

 Ask your child questions as you read with them 

 Have your child compare stories  

 Check out the children’s programs that Flint River Regional 

Library offers  

 Squeeze reading time into breakfast, bath, and car time 

Estimados padres:  

Este es un documento importante de la escuela de su hijo. Si ustedes necestan 

que traduzcamos esta información, por favor, llamen a Lisa Bates al 770-229-3700 ext. 

10327. 

In accordance with the McKinney-

Vento Homeless Assistance Act, the 

Griffin-Spalding County School     

System will work with homeless     

children and youths and their families 

to provide stability in school           

attendance and other services. Should 

you have any questions, please contact 

Mrs. Bonita Fluker, the system's 

McKinney-Vento liaison at             

bonita.fluker@gscs.org or                 

770-229-3700.   
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Math Matters  
 
Look for “word problems” in real life. Some examples might 
include:  
■ Ask your child to compare numbers using phrases like 
“times as much.” For example, if the family cat weighs 8 lbs. 
and the family dog weighs 56 lbs., how many times as much 
does the dog weigh?  
■ Ask your child to help you compare fractional amounts.  
For example, if one recipe calls for 2 ⁄3 of a cup of oil, but 
another recipe calls for 3 ⁄4 of a cup of oil, which recipe calls 
for more oil?  
 
Ask your child to share with you any work he or she is doing 
in math class that strikes him or her as interesting. Some 
possibilities might include:  
■ Solving interesting problems involving cylinders and 
spheres, such as figuring out how much water fits inside a 
garden hose or how many earths would fit inside the sun.  
■ Solving “just for fun” algebra puzzles, such as: “I’m     
thinking of two numbers. The difference between the     
numbers is 40. Twice the smaller number is 20 more than 
the larger number. What are my numbers?”  

Practice Math at the Grocery Store 
 

Younger children can look for foods of       

different colors and shapes or practice reading 

skills by finding words on boxes. That doesn't 

excite older children as much, but the grocery 

store is still a great place to learn. 

 

Ask your child to practice some  

grocery store math: 

 Suppose your store offers one can of soup 

for 58 cents or four cans for $2.15. How 

much would you save by taking advantage of 

the special every week for a year? 
 Put your child in charge of the weekly    

budget. Challenge her to buy all the things 

on your list, plus two treats, and stay within 

budget. 
 Ask your child to track the prices of two 

items (milk and bread) for 2 months. What is 

the price trend?  
 

Math Mania 
Encourage Teens to Develop Math Strategies 

 

Estimate. 

“Educated guesses” are one important way to arrive at precise answers. Say your teen has to multiply two  

four-digit numbers. One number ends in 3, the other ends in 2. Since 3 x 2 = 6, the answer to the four-digit  

multiplication problem must end in 6. Knowing that gives your student a simple way to check their work. 

Remember. 

When your teen sees a new problem, he should think about old problems. What has he done that was similar? 

Did he use a formula? Can he use the same one here? 

Turn things around. 

A good way to check long problems is to work them backwards. 

Draw. 

When your teen’s teacher presents a new concept, have her ask him how to illustrate it. Often a drawing or a 

diagram can help your teen better understand the problem. 

Write. 

If your teen likes words better than numbers, have him ask his teacher to provide an example of a word  

problem that fits the concept he is learning. It may help him know what the formula is saying, rather than just 

how it looks. 

*The listed resources are not endorsed by GSCS but offered as possible tools that families may utilize.  



Website Spotlight 

Watch awesome videos... 

Play games... 

Learn about the world and its creatures... 

Find cool crafts... 

And a lot more! 

National Geographic Kids & Little Kids 

kids.nationalgeographic.com 

Congratulations to our  
November and December  

Most Valuable Parents! 
 

* = November MVP of the Month 
**= December MVP of the Month 

  
November 

 Anne Street Elementary – Kristy   
McDowell 

 Cowan Road Elementary – Kim Reid  

 *Crescent Elementary — Betiel Habte  

 Futral Road Elementary — DeAndre 
Smith 

 Jackson Road Elementary – Darlene 
Parks 

 Jordan Hill – Liz Broccoli  

 Orrs Elementary – Kevin Davis  

 Griffin High School – Kenya Fuller  

 Spalding High School – Martisha      
Clemmons  

December 

 Anne Street Elementary —  Jerome Leeks  

 Beaverbrook Elementary – Latisha Pope  

 Futral Road Elementary – Tierra Blease  

 Jackson Road Elementary – Lucy Scott  

 Jordan Hill – Mary Culverson  

 **Cowan Road Middle – Randy and      

Tarsha Smith  

 Kennedy Road Middle – Kamelia Lyons  

 Rehoboth Road Middle – Wendy Harris  

 Griffin High School – Suzanne Wages 

and Amanda Hayes  
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Upcoming School Stakeholder Meetings  
All parents and community members are invited to attend and participate in 

these meetings.   

 

February  

The purpose of the meeting is to review and revise the School Parent and  

Family Engagement Policy, to review and revise the School-Parent Compact, 

to discuss the reservation of funds, and to discuss building school staff        

capacity.  

 

March  

The purpose of the meeting is to provide input on the School Comprehensive 

Needs Assessment and to revise the School Improvement Plan.   

 

Please contact the parent liaison(s) at your child’s school for more               

information.    

 

Use Apps to Help Your Student Achieve 
 

There are many iPhone and Android 
smartphone and tablet apps available to 
your student that can help them in math, 
science, social studies, and English          
language arts.  
 
Just search the App Store to find tons of  
educational apps.  
 
Having educational apps handy can be a 
great way for your student to continue 
learning in the car on long trips.  
 
 

It’s never too early to start preparing for           
standardized tests! 

 

Practice: Practicing will help your child feel more 
prepared. If they feel more prepared, they will be 
more confident and most likely will know more of 
the answers. Encourage them to do their homework, 
seek outside sources, and take practice tests/
questions. 
 
Know what to expect: Knowing what to expect will 
help ease any pre-test jitters. This is especially      
important for first-time test takers. Find out if there 
is a time limit, how long the test will take, if there 
are bathroom breaks, the number and types of 
questions, and if they are allowed to have a            
calculator. 
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If you have questions or would like 

further information regarding  

anything in this newsletter, please 

contact Melinda Owens at  

(770)229-3700 ext. 10363 or 

melinda.owens@gscs.org.  

GSCS has lots of ways that you can get engaged on the web! Check out some of the pages below to view system news, events 

and tips.  

Do you like the Griffin-Spalding County School System on Facebook? 

Like our page: The Griffin-Spalding County School System, Griffin GA 

 

Do you like the Griffin-Spalding County School System Family Engagement Program on Facebook?  

Like our page: GSCS Family Engagement  

 

Have you visited the GSCS system parent engagement webpage at https://tinyurl.com/GSCSFamilyEngagementPage? The family 

engagement page has information on upcoming family engagement events, information about the district Family Resource Center, 

and academic websites for your student. Check it out today!  

 

The Family 411 is also available  
electronically. The e-version includes  
links to helpful resources and is sent 
directly to you!  
 
Want to receive the Family 411 via        
e-mail? Send your preferred e-mail address to:  
melinda.owens@gscs.org.   

Subscribe to the GSCS  Parent 

Engagement YouTube         

Channel! 

 

Online opportunity to be  

engaged 

 

Videos for parents 

We Value Your Input!  

 
Each year we seek your input on how parents, the entire school staff and students will share the responsibility for       
improved student academic achievement through the development of the School-Parent Compact. The compact is a   
written commitment that helps bridge the learning connection between school and home.  
 
We also seek your input on how we can establish the expectations for family engagement and strengthen student      
academic achievement through the development of the Parent and Family Engagement Policy. The policy describes the 
different ways that the school will support family engagement and how parents can help plan and participate in activities 
and events to promote student learning at school and at home.   
 
Please visit your child’s school website to view the 2018-2019 School-Parent Compact and Parent and Family            
Engagement Policy.     
 
Visit https://tinyurl.com/GSCSFY19PandFEngagementPolicy to view the District Parent and Family Engagement Policy.     
 
You may provide your feedback at https://tinyurl.com/GSCS2018FeedbackLink or contact the parent liaison(s) at your 
child’s school for more information.  

https://tinyurl.com/GSCSFY19PandFEngagementPolicy
https://tinyurl.com/GSCS2018FeedbackLink

